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How can we learn more history? Most of us probably have our schedule jam-packed already, 

so hours set aside to read history books just aren’t working. We think we’re too busy to learn, but 

remember, people who don’t know the past are doomed to repeat it. 

I don’t want you to be doomed. I want you to be informed! And here’s 10 ways to add historical 

knowledge to your week’s schedule and learn something new every day. (It really works too! I’m a 

historian, but I’m always trying to find ways to add more study hours to my day ) 

 

1. Audio Learning How about a good podcast from Colonial Williamsburg or an audio book? 

So many new history books are available for audio download and can be listened to in the car, 

at the gym, etc. 

2. Maximize “Spare Time” I like to read when I’m exercising on a stationary bike or waiting 

for appointments. Look for times in your day when you could read a few pages of a book. The 

spare moments add up, and you may be surprised how quickly you read that book! 

3. Read Historical Fiction Yep, well-researched (that’s the key word) historical fiction may 

teach you as much as a history lecture, but in a much more enjoyable, relaxing way. And don’t 

be afraid of grabbing a “kid’s book” – those are still some of my favorites. 

4. Facebook One of the most ginormous time wasters in the world can become your new 

educational resource. Go “Like” a couple historical pages. Just think of a favorite historic 

place, museum, or organization; search and “Like.” Now you have history in your newsfeed. 

(BTW, Gazette665 is on Facebook…hint, hint…) 

5. Research Street Names You drive on streets or highways named after historic people every 

day. Pick one new name to research every day (or week), use the “magic” of Google or 

Wikipedia and soon you’ll be driving through a history book. (Note – do not be a distracted 

driver; research when you arrive at your destination!) 

6. Visit A Historical Site Sometimes, I’ve learned more at homesteads, forts, battlefields, and 

museums than I have from reading a history book. Research historical sites or museums in 

your local area and go exploring. Don’t forget your local history museums – they’re lots of 

fun! 

7. When & Why? How much do you know about your job’s history? How did they clean carpets 

before vacuums? Everyday activities can prompt historic questions. Books or the internet 

might have the answer. And then you have a historic fact for the day. 

8. Interpret The News Do you listen to the radio, read the news in the paper or the internet? 

Good for you if the answer was yes. Now, take it a step further. Ask yourself: what would 

George Washington think about this? How would Jefferson Davis respond? What would 

General Eisenhower do to win this war? Study leaders from history and consider what their 

answers might be to our issues today. 

9. Talk So you’ve found a new, historical fact today? Great! Talk to a friend, your spouse, or 

your kids about it. Don’t be a “walking history book.” Just say “hey, did you know…” 

10.  Read A History Blog There are some awesome history blogs on the internet. Think of an era 

you’re interested in search it with the word “blog.” You just might find your daily source for 

history in that simple way. 
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